Icelandic Fisheries

Iceland has created one of the most modern and competitive seafood industries in the world, based on
sustainable harvest and protection of the marine ecosystem. The Icelandic fisheries management system
was put in place to ensure responsible fisheries.
Iceland maintains a 200 nautical miles exclusive fishing zone (758,000 km2) that includes some of the richest
fishing grounds in the world. The fisheries management in Iceland is primarily based on extensive research
on the fish stocks and the marine ecosystem and biodiversity, and decisions on allowable catches are made
on the basis of scientific advice from the Icelandic Marine Research Institute. Catches are effectively monitored
and enforced by the Directorate of Fisheries. These are the main pillars of the Icelandic fisheries management
intended to ensure responsible fisheries and the sustainability of the ocean’s natural resources.
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TAC 2013-2014 (main species) tonnes
Cod (Gadus morhua)

214,400

Herring (Clupea harengus)

87,000

Golden redfish (Sebastes marinus)

52,000

Haddock (Melanogrammus aeglefinus)

38,000

Saithe (Pollachius virens)

57,000

Greenland Halibut (Reinhardtius hippoglossoides)

12,480

Ling (Molva molva)

13,500

Atlantic wolffish (Anarhichas lupus)

7,500

The fishing industry in Iceland was united
in developing the Iceland Responsible
Fisheries programme in order to promote
the Icelandic origin of the seafood and
well managed fisheries in Icelandic
waters. Further information is available on
www.ResponsibleFisheries.is.

Useful websites: Fisheries.is

ResponsibleFisheries.is

Fiskistofa.is

Hafro.is

Atvinnuvegaraduneyti.is

For further information, please visit www.responsiblefisheries.is,
or alternatively contact Gudny Karadottir, Marketing Manager,
gudny@promoteiceland.com, or +354 511 4000.

